Name………………………………………………….
Address………………………………………………
……………………Postcode…………………………
 Date……………………………2015
To Planning Dept
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Northumberland NE61 2EF

Dear Sirs,

Re: Highthorn Opencast Planning ref: 15/03410/CCMEIA

Please accept this letter as my objection to the Opencast at Druridge Bay. I object because:-
1. The road already has a lot of traffic especially slow moving traffic and leisure traffic – this is not a dual carriageway its single with few passable areas. More accidents will occur.
2. Tourism will be hit. Druridge attracts people who love nature and are looking for peace and quiet not noise, pollution, light, dust, and lack of wildlife because of it.
3. The Council agreed some years ago they would leave the area from Amble to Cresswell up to the boundary with the A1068 alone.  They stated in the LONG TERM MANAGEMENTS AIMS “ Ensure new development and land uses are complementary to the landscape character of the Bay”.  They also stated at 3.6.7 “Widdrington and Hauxley villages are less influenced by industrial decline and both offer pleasant gateways to Druridge Bay for the visitor”. If they approve this application they will have gone back on their word.  Just because National Planning Policy Framework has to be taken into consideration doesn’t mean that 2000 Core Strategy has to be ignored.  
4. Wildlife will be badly affected and dispersed.  As the boundary of the site comes right up to the A1068 it is more than possible that animals trying to get around the site are forced onto this road ending in death.  If Ferneybeds goes ahead if will be 10x worse for Wildlife in that area.
5. It goes against everything Ministers have been saying about phasing out coal. Amber Rudd in July this year stated “Climate action is about security, plain and simple – economic security. If we don’t act it will become increasingly hard to maintain our prosperity, protect our people and conserve our countryside.”
6. The price of coal has dropped sharply and the increase in Renewables has gone up drastically overtaking coal in the second quarter of this year.

There are many more reasons but these are the main ones. Anyone in tourism will be in tears if this is allowed.  Our local Cafes and Caravan Parks will be badly affected.

I hope the Council see sense and throw this application out.
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